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Programme Notes: 

A Sculpture in Breaking Glass explores the textural relationship between the ensemble as each 
instrument gradually grows more independent from the group. As the initial 12-tone theme 

develops, pitches taken from the harmonic series above each pitch begin to interweave with the 
music before the energy which bound the instruments together is gradually dispersed, leading to a 
section of complex and chaotic music in which pitch steadily dissolves. Eventually, the ‘shattered’ 
ensemble begins to coalesce once more around their uniting theme, and yet in reassembly the unity 

from the start of the piece seems all the more fragile.  

A performance lasts around 5 minutes and 15 seconds. 
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Performance Instructions 
 

Flute: 

Multiphonics: bb.12+21 - Where a multiphonic is to be played, this 
is indicated in the score along with expected overtones as a chord 
and a diagram of the required fingering. 

Key Clicks: e.g. b.77 - Notes which are marked with cross note-
heads are to be played as key clicks with no airflow through the 
instrument.  
 

Flutter Tongue: b.81 - The illustrated notation denotes use of flutter tongue. 

Bassoon: 

Blowing Into the Bassoon: bb. 3-4+107-109 - Where a note on a 
single-line stave is presented, this indicates blowing into the 
bassoon with the reed removed. Dynamic markings represent force 
of air-flow rather than volume. The removal and replacement of 
the reed is clearly marked in the score. 

Key Clicks: e.g. b.79 - Notes which are marked with cross 
note-heads are to be played as key clicks with no airflow 
through the instrument. 
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Bass Drum: 

Use of Sticks: A pair of both soft sticks and hard sticks are required for this piece. Instructions to 
change are included in the score.  

Soft sticks: bb.1-12 
Hard sticks: bb.13-65 
Soft sticks: bb.66-end 

Dampening: e.g. b.19 - Quickly dampen the drum during rests in fast passages such as the one 
illustrated below. 

 

Hitting the Rim of the Drum: e.g. b.65 -  All notes marked 
with cross note-heads denote hitting the rim of the drum. 

 

Glockenspiel:  

Tremolo: e.g. b.12 - Tremolo passages use up to four notes, requiring the use of 
two sticks per hand.  

Staccato: b.84 - Staccato passages require the performer to play with one hand 
and dampen with the other.  
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Viola: 

Use of Mute: e.g. b.1 - The piece requires use of a mute indicated by the text ‘con sord.’ Removal 
of the mute is marked by the text ‘senza sord.’ 

 

Harmonics: e.g. b.2 - Harmonics are depicted with a diamond note-head as 
illustrated. Pitches shown are the pitches to touch with the finger, rather than the 
sounding pitch. All harmonics in this piece are to be played on the A string.  

 

Three-Quarter Sharps: e.g. b.10 - The only three-quarter used in this piece is 
F-double-sharp (used to create a beating pattern mirrored by the Bass Drum). 
The notation is as shown, and the pitch is exactly half-way between F-sharp 
and G. This should always be played senza vib. 
 

Col Legno: e.g. b.75 - To be played with the back of the bow. Slurs 
indicate a single bow movement. 
 

Ricochet: e.g. b.76 - Allow the back of the bow to bounce during col. 
legno playing, producing an increasingly fast rhythm (the effect is more 
important than precision). 
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